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Statement of Purpose 
	 Studies	 on	 the	 experiences	 of	 pre-service	 teachers	 with	 diverse	
backgrounds	in	teacher	preparation	programs	are	 largely	missing	in	
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Beginning with Personal and Cultural Funds of Knowledge 
	 Miyuki	shared	 in	her	 journal,	 reflecting	on	her	previous	student	
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Like the rings that ripple around a rock thrown in a pond, rings of 
successful dialog that begin in the classroom can ripple outward in 




















































	 Educating	diverse	 children	must	begin	within	 teacher	 education	
where	pre-service	teachers	are	navigating	and	exploring	varied	ways	of	
teaching	and	learning.	As	told	in	Miyuki’s	stories,	one	way	to	approach	
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